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.Nﬁge - 1. BIOGRAPHIC SKETCH OF MR ,& MRS.JONAS P. LUNDEEN,

Among the most outstanding Pioneers in Nicollet County in ¥innesota, we
find My.and Mrs.Jonas P.Lundeen. They left their home in Smoland, °weden in
the early spring of the year 1853, It took them three months in a sailboat to
gét to U.S.A, Three-fifths of the passengers on the same boat died of eholera.
They traveled as far as Galesberg, Ill. where a brother Igaae Lundeen was
1iving, having been there two years. Mr.Jonas f.Lyndeen and wife £ya and two
children John “uygust and Christen Magry rented a house from a sister of Dr,
Hazzelguist where they lived for two years. During that time Jonas P .Lundeen
worked at his trade as earpenter at 50ets. a day. Hig wife did dishwashing and
ironing for a near by Boarding house and in payment got food for the family.
The 11th. of Mareh 1855 a daughter was born to them. Dr.Hazzelquist baptized
her and she was given the name Mathilda, Mrs.Mazzelquist was the “Yod-mother.

The glowing aeccount of the wonderful elimate in the New Territory of
Miynnemsota came and Yonas F.Lundeen deeided to leave Yalesburg and find a home
in Minnesota, fe with his family and his Unele feter “nlstrom, and friend Sven
Lyndholm left “alesburg, 111. in the early summer, arrived safely by boat at
St.Paul, “innesota, where “onas f.lyndeen invested in a pair of Oxen and a
Uovered wagon to hold their household goods and family, They erossed the
Minnesota river at Carver on a Ferry. Jonas F.Lundeen left his wife and three
children at Carver with a family Mr.and Mps.Uydmonson, while he and his Upele
Aplstrom and §ven “undholm traveled on to St.Peter where they loecated on two
farms two miles west of St.Feter. Jonas P.Lyndeen immediately eut trees on his
land and built a log cabin, Then returned to Carver and got ¥rs.Lundeen and
children, They were the first family that settled in Lower VYghawa township.
There were a number of single men there, ¥r.,”nlstrom, and Lundholm boarded with
the Lundeen' s for a number of years.

For six months Yprs.lyndeen did not see a white woman, There were many
Indian squaws that eame to the Log cabin and wanted food, there was an Indian

village only a mile and a half from their home.
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The following yearIsaac Lundeen and wife and two children came also a
neighbor, Mr,feter ﬁjedin with his wife and two ehildren from Yalesburg, I1l.
More settlers were coming emigrants from Sweden. In “ugust the 30th. 1857
another daughter was bora to Mr.and Mrgs.Yonas ¥-Lundeen, “he was named 4nna
Siphie after her “unt in Sweden. Puring this time there was no “utheran
Chureh in St.Peter, Religious services were held at the Jonas ¥.Lyndeen home,
The Bijple and Luther's Fastilla were read on “undays and ‘“ymns were sung. The
need for a place to worship God was felt. In the fall of 1857 thru Jonas ¥,
Lundeen's correspondence with Dr.hasselquist, it was deecided that he-would
come to St.Peter and organize a Lutheran Chureh, The meeting was held at the
home of Jonas F.Lundeen, when the First Lutheran “hurch was orgatized. Peter
Aplstrom was the first seeretary, As soon as possible & ehureh was built, Very
simple of frame struectargacross the street from where the present First
Lutheran Chureh stands. Jonas P.Lundeen was the builder, He built four other
churehes and a number of school houses, Most of the early farm homes were
built by him, He also buillt houses in St.Feter and Kasota. The people wanted
him as he was moderate in his priece and not wastful with material. The people
would pay him when they were able, altho he was lenient he usually got his pay
on time. Men liked to work for him, One was with him for 25 years another for
thirty and so on. He had hired man at home working the farm, Lundeen used to
be home during haying, harvesting, staeking and threshing, otherwlse he was
away building. The 28th. of August 1859 another daughter was born to them, She
was namrd Josephine, and in 1862 during the Civil War the youngest daughter
Emily was born, This year they had to go to St.Feter for fear of the Indians
who bhrned New Ylm and killed many people.

While Yonas ¥.Lundeen was busy building up the ecommunity, Eva his wife
was busy helping in many ways, She was ealled upon in siekness and death. She
was the midwife of the eommunity taking care of over a hundre} babies and their
mothers without the aid of a doctor, No mother or child died of those whe took
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She also did a lot of sewing for neighbors. & great number of emigrants

came and stayed at their home until they found other work. Mr.and Mrs.9onas P
Lyndeen were known for their kindness, hospitality and generosity, Theirs was
a home where people were made welecome and happy, theilr influence was for the
good of the community. Their only son Yohn “ugust learned early to earry the
gun and hunt ﬁ?%ike chickens, dueks, rabbits, partridges and even deer for
food for the family. He went to ®t.Feter to school and also worked in the
Postoffiee, in summer he worked on the farm and later went with his father
building. He also was sent to °t.“nskar Aeademy in Carver where he was also
confirmed by Dr.feter Carlson, The following year he was sent to Faxton, I1l.
te the Sehool there but he eame home sieck with the fever and ague. He taught
sehool in New “weden and Ushawa townships. In June 1869 he went to West <oint,
N.X, Military “eadamy where he graduated in 1873. and he became Lieut. later
Captain, Major and Colonel, Hetired from the “yrmy at the age of 65, and was
ealled to the Colors at the World %ar II, as Commander of Fortress Monroe at
the age of 70. After the war he resided in Y“ashington D.C. until 1937 when he
left for St.lalo ®each, Oceanside, €alif. lived there until his death the 2nd.
of September 1940. Jonas P.,Lundeen's had five daughters, the oldest one
Christen married Charles J.Johnson, They bought a farm about five miles west of
St.Peter, They had three children, E.Walter; J.Vietor, and Alma who married
Sigfrid “elson, “1ma died leaving three children. Mathilda the next oldest
daughte r of Jonas P.Lundaenis married John ¥.Turner at the age of seventeen,
To them were born six childre{ 4.Elmer, Lorinda, Esther, Winfield, 4melia and
Florenee. Anna married Charles J.leven they had only one daughter Eva Lean.
Josephine married John M.Turner, they had five shildren Amy, “rthur, Clarence,
Bernard, and Herman. The youngest daughter Emily married Andrew L.Skoog of

Carver, They had two ehildren, Esther and John “undeen. Mr.Jonas f.Lundeen

died September 21,1898. Mrs.Bva “undeen died May 5th.1904.
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The influence this Fioneer couple left in the eommunity where they -

lived is being felt long after they are gone, They were God fearing homest ,
believed in “gucation. Mr.Jonas f-Lundeen was a great reader and thinker, He
believed in being a good neighbor. His four grandson's Eimer, Arthur, Winfield,
and Yjarence ?urner and his nephew Edmund W.Sandeem and their friends Homer

and Willard Holteen started the Lakeside Bible elass which has become a great
factor in keeping the Christian community spirit. It was started in 1904, and
it is interesting to know that many neighbors eome together on Sunday afternoon
to study the Bible.

A11 the Lundeen ehildren belong to the Lutheran ehureh, The grandehildren
also are church members. Only one of the Lundeen daughter's is living Mrs.Emily
Syoog of Adams, Minnesota. Mrs.Emily “koog was the first seeretary of the
Ladies #1d Speciety of the First Lytheran Chureh of St.feter, The ladies £id
Pociety was orgaldzed in 4Aug.1887. This is a short sketeh of the history of one
of the 2arly pioneer families. The same quality that indeared the father ‘and
mother are found in their children and grandchildren, The desire to live
honorably and be industrious and good neighbors by helping in the good works
of the eommunity.

September 3rd.1948 by Mrs.Emily L.Skoog.
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